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The educated classes have taken readily to cricket and lawn-tennis. Chaupar^ a game played with dice on a board, is common among Hindus and Muhammadans; the former also play various card games, such as pisakot) chovih^ and bezique, which afford opportunities for gambling. Among Muhammadans, the nautch is still a source of supreme delectation, though it is losing favour with Hindus, who, in Upper Sind, delight to watch a bhagat or performance in which Bania men dance and sing religious songs to the sound of drums. Both Hindus and Muhammadans are fond of instrumental music and singing; concertinas and American organs are being introduced. There are no amusements in the home.
The important Muhammadan festivals are the Bakri Id, Muharram, and Ramzan Id. They are the occasion of feasting, prayers, the putting on of new clothes, and, above all, visits to spiritual guides (wMtrshids) and to the popular shrines with which Sind is so plentifully endowed. Fairs are generally held in connexion with these shrines, of which the most famous are the shrines of Kalandar Lai Shahbaz at Sehwan, Shah Abdul Latif at Bhit Shah near Hala, Shaikh Tabir or Uderolal at Uderolal near Hala, and Shah Khair-ud-dm in Sukkur. The fair at Sehwan is attended by a vast concourse; one of the principal features is the dancing of the dervishes who come in large numbers from all parts of the East. The chief Hindu festivals are Mahasivaratri, Holi, Chetichand, Thadri, Dasarah, and Divali. The first is specially observed by the votaries of Siva, who fast and decorate the lingam. The Holi, or Hori as it is also called, though not the occasion for the bacchanalian orgies seen in other parts of India, is still the pretext for noisy and sometimes drunken and obscene revels. Chetichand, the Hindu New Year, the first day of Chet Sudh, is observed as a rule on the river-side, where large numbers collect. The Thadri in Sawan is the occasion for much gambling. The Dasarah and Divali or Diari are the two most important festivals of the Hindus; the former is celebrated with fireworks and the latter with displays of lamps.
The joint family system exists among both Hindus and Muhammadans, but it is disappearing. The tendency is for the sons to separate on the death of the father, and among Hindus the family generally breaks up on the death of both parents.
Both Hindus and Muhammadans are known by their personal names, coupled with their patronymics. The Muhammadan is further distinguished by the designation of his tribe, which is generally, though not necessarily, an endogamous division, marriages between first cousins being regarded, as among the Arabs, with approval. A Muhammadan of the lower classes is simply known by his personal name, followed by the name of his tribe. The Muhammadans employ the usual
VOL. xxii.                               D d